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lias to be carried some steps further. I doubt that It would
be safe to build on the pack ice. The drift is not yet fully
explored. One would have to see whether there are not
some more islands nearer to the Pole so that these could be
used for stations. Since dog expeditions in this circle are
rather risky and not even the strongest ice-breaker can
penetrate so far, the airship is certainly the given means
by which that region can be surveyed fairly comfortably.
It can carry a larger scientific staff and equipment than the
'planes. Also it allows the observer to descend lower
towards the ground. After some more experiments I should
think that even the dropping and picking up of landing
parties should present no unsurmountable difficulty. This
should be done before one thinks of taking passengers over
the top of the world.5
Mark Ivanovitch Shevelyov, whom I met in Krasnoyarsk
and who was the chief of the air arm of the Northern Sea
Route Administration, at the age of thirty is keener on trans-
Polar flights than Nobilc. He lias been everywhere from
Murmansk to Vladivostok, including Spitsbergen, Franz
Josef Land, North Land, Wrangel Island and the Chu-
kotka Peninsula. He was at least as serious as jcstful when
he told me he hoped to fly to another plane,! within our
lifetime. 'Why should we?' I had asked him that evening.
'Why should we not?' was his reply, a key to his character
and that of his contemporaries. He had learnt his English
while lying with a broken spine in hospital at Rostov on Don.
Amundsen's works and the poems of Longfellow were his text-
books. He said the motto of his life was Nanscn's admonition:
£If you succeed—go on. If you do not succeed—go on.'
Probably very much under the spell of this conviction,
he said to me: 'What we need for flights across the Pole is
a meteorological station on it. This should be constructed
as soon as possible. If Schmidt would only let me I would
go to-morrow. A plane would get me there. I would
descend by parachute and take a tent, a wireless set, some
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